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! We want the family history information we have created 
to survive after us so that it is findable by those who 
will be interested. 

! It is up to you how you store your original source 
content



• Accessibility 
• Access to the content by yourself  and anyone else you want 

to see it whenever you/they want it. 
• Permanence 
• Short and long range 
• For online- is the best company today going to be the best 

company in 5 years – or even be around in 5 years. 
• Correction handling 
• Once something is in print or online, is it easy to make 

corrections?  Who controls the ability to make those 
corrections? You want the control for your content in most 
cases. 

Principles to Keep in Mind



You Need a Personal Preservation Plan



You Need a Personal Preservation Plan

! Make a plan 
● Ask yourself  what 

you want to save 
and why? 



What would you want to preserve?
1. Data from your genealogy software  
2. Original images 
3. Scanned Images 
4. Original documents (including 

transcriptions) 
5. Scanned documents (including 

scrapbooks, storytelling) 
6. Emails 
7. Audio files  
8. Videos 
9. Research logs 
10. Internet bookmarks 
11. What else?



Preserving - on Paper



Preserving -  on Local “Device”



Preserving -  in the Cloud



Best Practices for Preserving your Genealogy



1. Make a plan 
2. Identify what to save 

3. What finding aids should you create? 
Ways to describe your data 
A text document's metadata may contain information about  

how long the document is,  
who the author is,  
when the document was written,  
where the original source document is located, and  
a short summary of  the document.  

Some is generated when document is created. 

Personal Preservation Plan



1. Make a plan 
2. Identify what to save 

3. What finding aids should you create? 
Ways to describe your data 

An image may include metadata that describes  
who or what it is,  
how large the picture is,  
the color depth,  
the image resolution,  
when the image was created, and  
other data.  

Personal Preservation Plan



1. Make a plan 
2. Identify what to save 

3. What finding aids should you create? 
Ways to describe your data 
Associate Metadata with what you are preserving 
Metadata is a fancy word for information describing data 

Tag documents, images, etc. appropriately and consistently 
with metadata chosen:  

surname,  
date,  
location,  
relationship, or  
keyword.

Personal Preservation Plan



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. What finding aids should you create? 

4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies –  
     Follow the LOCKSS model (http://lockss.stanford.edu)  
     Lots of  Copies Keep Stuff  Safe

Personal Preservation Plan

http://lockss.stanford.edu/


! Use flash drives or external hard drives 
! Back up to cloud service 

◦ For now online: Save files from your computer to both  
◦ (1) Flash drive/external hard drive and  
◦ (2) Cloud backup(s).  
◦ Long term online: Ancestry, FamilySearch 
◦ Long term offline: Historical Societies, Libraries, Family 

Members

LOCKSS - Lots of  Copies Keep Stuff  Safe 



! Formats keep changing and no stability is expected in the future 
◦ Punched cards, Magnetic tape 

! Capacity grows and size shrinks 
◦ Hard disk drives  
◦ Floppy disk shrank to 5 shrank to 3 went away 
◦ Memory devices (zip drives, flash drives)  

! Cloud as a more recent development --an outgrowth of  the 
changes/developments in networking. What’s next? 

! Importance in refreshing media regularly to keep up with changes 
and because the media itself  may become unusable 

! You need to plan ahead: What is your own personal 
preservation plan? 

 

Lessons learned: history of  storage digital formats

Those who don’t know history are destined to repeat it  
 (Edmund Burke (1729-1797)



See Wikipedia table comparing online backup services on  
platform, encryption, type of  plan, max file size and whether it supports features such as encryption, 
syncing, auto-detecting changes: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_online_backup_services 

Current major players include: 
! Amazon Drive: http://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/ 
! Carbonite: http://www.carbonite.com/ 
! Dropbox: http://www.dropbox.com 
! Google Drive: http://www.google.com/drive/ 
! iCloud: http://www.icloud.com 
! One Drive: http://www.onedrive.com/ 

Market shakeout continues!

Cloud Backup 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_online_backup_services
http://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/
http://www.carbonite.com/
http://www.dropbox.com
http://www.google.com/drive/
http://www.icloud.com
http://www.onedrive.com/


! Consider what you want/need to keep in paper 
! Consider whether you want 
◦ To link to external documents or 
◦ To create copies of  external documents or  
◦ When you should do both: 

! Questions to consider  
! How are you preserving your originals? 
◦ How permanent are your links?  
◦ How current are your copies? 
◦ What versions do you have? 
◦ Do you have the best/newest version of  the data? 
● i.e. improved census images

Do you keep a copy of  a document or a pointer to the 
document, e.g. census page?



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. What finding aids should you create? 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies  
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that 

will never happen. 

Personal Preservation Plan



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. What finding aids should you create? 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies 
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will never 

happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 
◦ Consider recent additions: email, web address, DNA 
◦ What will be next?

Personal Preservation Plan



Email Considerations

Ask the same questions as anything else that fits in your personal 
preservation plan! LOCKSS! 
•What do you want to save? 
• Emails from relatives with facts and stories to capture in your genealogy 
• Emails with attachments of  documents/pictures/videos 
• Thread of  correspondence 

• How? 
• Print 
• Mail software archive 
• Exported out of  mail software into folders on your computer that you backup  
• Evernote or OneNote or similar  
• Be conscious of  format you use to save



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. What finding aids should you create? 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies 
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will never 

happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 

7. Plan for the transition of  data to new media.  
◦ Migrate before technology goes away 
◦ Migration must be an ongoing process 
◦ Even paper can decay and need to be copied for preservation

Personal Preservation Plan



! Paper is the most long-lasting/not the most accessible. 
! Do not preserve online solely to get rid of  paper; all media 

complement one another. Remember: LOCKSS (lots of  copies 
keep stuff  safe) 

! Micro formats were an early part of  format evolution, universally 
hated BUT long lasting as compared to digital formats. 

Evolution of  information across media



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. What finding aids should you create? 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies  
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will never happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 
7. Plan for the transition of  data to new media.  

8. Plan for where you want your genealogy to live after your 
death: pick trustworthy repositories.  
◦ Role for interested family members 
◦ Libraries, historical societies, and more

Personal Preservation Plan



Consider how you handle pictures and audio/video
Ask the same questions as anything else that fits in your 
personal preservation plan! LOCKSS! 

•What do you keep in print and also save digitally? 
• Photographs: Family photographs, documents, such as deeds, etc. 
• Videos: Family important events, marriages, weddings, graduations, 

performances, first steps 

•Why scan or photograph? 
• To improve quality of  existing photographs as well as preserve/share 

• Extract stills of  videos to get images of  otherwise uncaptured people 

•How will you save them?    
• How many versions of  photographs to save?   

• How many formats/versions of  video clips to save? Keep up with changing 
technologies (e.g., Super 8 to Digital) 

• What software will you use to edit? Always edit a copy not the original



Consider how you preserve all the family 
information you have put on your computer
• Software automatically links to online storage:  

• Family Tree Maker, Family Tree Builder, Family Search (to 
reside on their website  – Ancestry, MyHeritage, 
FamilySearch) 

• Save GEDCOM from your software to create tree online: 
•  RootsMagic, Legacy, etc. 
• Cloudwikis - like WikiTree 



Where To Put Your Data

Accessibility Permanence Correction  
Handling

Collaborative 
online

High Unknown Excellent

Your own website High Questionable 
beyond your 
lifetime

Good. 
Ease depends on 
software choice

Ancestry $ Presumably high Updating capabilities 
good

Family Search High Presumably high Corrections can be 
added, older errors 
remain

Libraries/historical 
societies

Local Presumably high Unlikely



Publishing

• Higginson Books  
• Lulu.com  
• Kindle Direct Publishing 
• Scribd or Smashwords 
• blurb or blog2print for compiling a blog into a book/ebook 
• A moving target – market shakeout is inevitable 
• For authors: 

• Keep in mind that with these “publishers,” YOU are the editor.  
• Allows you to share your family history with “relatives” and others with kindred 

interest.  
• Consider privacy and security concerns  

• For readers:  
• Check for reliable sources if you are the reader.

http://www.higginsonbooks.com
http://www.lulu.com/
http://kdp.amazon.com/
https://www.scribd.com/upload-document
http://www.smashwords.com/
http://www.blurb.com/
http://www.blog2print.com/


1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. Associate metadata with your data. 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies  
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will never happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 
7. Plan for the transition of  digital data to new storage media.  

8. Plan for where you want your genealogy to live after your death.  
9. Take into consideration privacy and security 

● Are you protecting the privacy of  living people? 
● Are you sharing all that you can?  

Personal Preservation Plan



Balancing Privacy and Sharing
Are you 
protecting the 
privacy of living 
relatives? 

Are you sharing 
all that you can?

Are you sharing 
with everyone 
you want to 
reach?

Be sure you do 
not share 
content 
protected by 
someone else’s 
copyright



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. Associate metadata with your data. 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies  
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will never happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 
7. Plan for the transition of  data to new media.  
8. Plan for where you want your genealogy to live after your death.  
9. Take into consideration privacy and security  
10. Review and update plan regularly 
◦ Review goals 
◦ Review content and privacy 
◦ Review technology  

Personal Preservation Plan



1. Make a plan.  
2. Identify the data you need to preserve 
3. Create helpful finding aids. 
4. Use multiple approaches and make multiple copies  
5. Save regularly. Don’t wait until you are done because that will 

never happen.   
6. Plan for addition of  data elements to save 
7. Plan for the transition of  data to new media.  
8. Plan for where you want your genealogy to live after your death.   
9. Take into consideration privacy and security  
10. Review and update plan regularly

Personal Preservation Plan



Q&A
Feel free to contact us.  

Hope N. Tillman 
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org 
http://www.hopetillman.com 
hope@hopetillman.com 

Walt Howe 

http://www.howegenealogy.org 
walt@walthowe.com

Slides can be found at http://www.walthowe.com/genclub 

http://www.tillmangenealogy.org/
http://www.hopetillman.com
mailto:hope@hopetillman.com?subject=
http://www.howegenealogy.org/
mailto:walt@walthowe.com
http://www.walthowe.com/genclub

