
Dates in Irish History

400 to 1000 AD
430-461 St. Patrick converts Gaelic Kings to Christianity. 

800 AD Ireland attacked by Viking Norsemen; Dublin, Wexford, Waterford all founded by 
Vikings. 

1000 - 1600 AD
• 1171 English political involvement in Irish affairs begins, the result of an Irish 

chieftain seeking help from the Englishman, Strongbow. Henry II of England comes to 
Ireland. 

• 1366 The Statutes Of Kilkenny forbid Irish-English marriages. English forbidden to 
use Irish language, customs or laws. 

• 1541 Henry, the VIII of England declares himself King of Ireland. 

1600 - 1700 AD
• 1601 Battle of Kinsale. Defeat of the last Irish chieftains, O’Neil and O’ Donnell. 

• 1606-1609 Plantation of Ulster. English and Scots relocated to Ulster, the northeast part 
of Ireland, to replace the native Irish Catholics. 

• 1641 Native Irish Catholics rebel, want land returned to them. 

• 1650s Cromwell marches through Ireland destroying Catholics and Catholic Churches; 
large portions of Irish land were given to his English soldiers; sends some Irish to 
Barbados as slaves. Time of “To Hell or Connaught.” Catholics who didn’t convert 
were moved to the west of Ireland where the land was very poor. 

• 1690 Battle of the Boyne. Victory by William of Orange secures Protestant stronghold 
over Northern Ireland. 

• 1692- Catholics excluded from Parliament and professions. Catholic penal laws passed 
restricting Catholics property and religious rights. Property of a deceased Catholic had 
to be inherited equally by the children. If one child became Protestant, he got all the 
property. 

1700s
1700s Many of the descendants of the 1609 Scots Calvinist settlers, known in Ireland as 
Dissenters, began to migrate from Northern Ireland (Ulster) to Pennsylvania and then 



southward down the Appalachian chain as far as Georgia. They did not like paying tithes to 
the Church of Ireland and being considered second-class citizens along with the Irish 
Catholics. The Church of Ireland (Protestant) was in control. We know these Dissenters as 
Scotch-Irish (now Scots-Irish) or Ulster Scots. Many American presidents carried their blood. 
They were the first substantial migration from Ireland to America followed by a much larger 
migration of Irish Catholics during and following the Potato Famine of 1845-1849. 

1800s
• 1800 Act of Union passed formally uniting Ireland and England. 

• 1829 Catholic Emancipation Act passed, restoring some rights to Irish Catholics. 

• 1845-1849 Potato Famine (population decreased by 2,000,000). Many thousands 
(mostly Catholic) migrated to the United States and Canada. Records were kept of 
those who entered the United States through New York City. 

• 1869 Protestant Church disestablished. No longer did all Irish of any denomination 
pay tithes to the Church of Ireland (Anglican). 

• 1870-1909 Land reform. After many tries and much tension, estates were purchased 
by the Irish government and sold in small portions to the previous tenants.  

1900s
1919-1921 Irish War of Independence Against England. Twenty-six of the counties of Ireland 
become an independent nation. Six counties of Ulster province remain under the control of 
the English. These counties are now called Northern Ireland. 

Full timeline at http://www.progenealogists.com/ireland/heritagecenters.htm 
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