
Mining 
Your 

Photos for 
Genealogy

Charlestown Genealogy Club 
Hope Tillman & Walt Howe

November 8, 2019



• We will look at best practices for learning more about your 
families by exploring the photos you have in your collections. 
Photos enrich what you can learn about your ancestors.

• The "Bananawagon"



Topics to cover

Pictures are a great way to help understand your ancestors
• The clothes they wore
• Hair styles
• Their transportation
• Their setting – where the picture is taken
• Who is in the picture?



1823
Painted on 
Wood

Harriet Morey (1807-1874) and Cullen Friend Sturtevant (1795-1889) - painted on 
wood and now in the Shelburne Museum  - attributed to Thomas Ware, c. 1823



1860 Ambrotype

Ambrotypes were only in 
production between 1855 and 
1865.



Clothing

1900 young man going into 
business after college

Pre-tied bow ties were worn with 
stand up collars



Clothing – 1908



Clothing

About 1918

Woman’s Citizen was 
published from 1917-1927



Their clothing

About 1930



Clothing

wedding gown and crown 
1938



Mustache and Uniform

Post Civil War Grand Army of the 
Republic(1866-1956)
fraternal veterans' organization 



Mustache and Uniform
about 1945

• End of World War II



Their hair styles

1850 twins in Nantucket
Hope’s Grandmother Avis Atwood wrote notation 
on the back about her maternal Grandmother Avis 
Hazard Nelson (1822-1877) and her picture with 
her twin taken in 1850.



Their hair styles

Adelaide Belle Nelson (1908-1942) 

Probably c. 1920 
“Great War” popularity of big bow 

ribbons



Hair & 
Hat
Florence 
Sturtevant (1873-
1962), 

(L)1889 and 
( R) c. 1910

https://www.langdonroad.com/

Photographers:

https://www.langdonroad.com/


Their 
transportation

• 1890s



Transportation

• My great uncle 
Harry Atwood  
flew his plane 
onto the White 
House Lawn and 
met with 
President Taft, 
1911



4th of July Parade, 1914
(48-star flag adopted in 1912)



Their transportation

Emily Howe, daughter of Walter Clark Howe
Beacon Hill, Boston, about 1916



Their transportation, 1930s



Joseph Howe
1804-1873
orator, statesman,
Lt. Governor of 
Nova Scotia

Places



Beacon Hill, 
Boston, about 
1912
Judge Ely, 
grandchildren –
Emily & Fred

Places



Places

Family on Mount 
Monadnock, 1941



Mt. Monadnock, 1941

Walt was there, too!

Places



At summer 
Massachusetts beach 
home
1940’s
Beach home in 
background – style of 
beach chair was of that 
time

Places



Capturing the date 
and reason for 
gathering on this 
island off the 
coast of New 
Hampshire –
Maine can tell a 
story - 1974. 

Places



Costume

This image appeared in Hope’s grandmother’s 
autobiography. She went barnstorming in the 
late 1880s in the American west in mining 
towns with this couple, her Aunt Marie and 
Uncle Fred. Here they are performing as 
Deborah and the Parson in “May Blossom.”

That play opened and closed on Broadway in 
1885. The text of the play is in Google Books

https://www.google.com/books/edition/_/ITBAAAAAYAAJ?hl=en


Costume

Walt performed as one of the 
founders of Woburn, a New 
England City, in a historical 
reenactment. The city was founded 
in the 1640s.

Beard is not contemporary to 
1640s.



Costume
Pooh-bah in the Mikado

"Born sneering”



Using Photos to Tell Your Story

• Creating stories and put illustrations in the story
• Annotating photo albums
• Pick events, places, types of clothes or styles to engage your 

family in their family history


