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MARRIAGE SOURCES

• What can marriage records tell you?
• With marriage records, you can uncover details like:
• Bride's and groom's names
• Date and location of the marriage
• Ages of the couple
• And marriage records are just the beginning. Delve 

deeper into our other record collections to learn 
even more.
• And there are divorce records…



Marriage Records in Maryland

• If you know the county of marriage, you can 
request a search for a fee from the county circuit 
court, Maryland State Archives, or the Maryland 
Department of Health.
• If you don't know the date or county of marriage, 

you can also try searching for marriage information 
in other records.



Maryland Marriage Records

• Before 1777 Colonial marriages were recorded by 
the Church of England and other religious bodies
• 1777 to 1990 - Marriages are kept by the circuit 

court for each county and begin in 1777 or at the 
creation of the county
• 1990 - county circuit court clerks began sending 

copies to the state
• If marriage date is unknown

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Maryland_Marriage_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Maryland_Marriage_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Maryland_Marriage_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Estimate_United_States_Marriage_Information


Census Marriage Information

• 1850: whether married within the year
• 1860: whether married within the year
• 1870 on: relationship to head of household
• 1870: month of marriage, if married within the year
• 1880 on: marital status (s, m, w)
• 1900: number of years married
• 1910: number of years of current marriage for 

women
• 1930: age at first marriage



My 3rd great grandfather

• NARA: 
• Vermont, Land Records, Town of Groton, VT, Vol. F 

Marriages, 50.
• Marriage: 15 November 1834  Justice of the Peace -

Thomas Woford Recorded by John Darling
• Jane Johnson
• Mathew Taisy





Marriage Record in Minnesota

Marriage License and Certificate
• Date
• Groom’s occupation
• Residence of both groom and bride
• Witnesses





Boston, MA Marriage Registrations 1907



Intentions versus Marriage

• Intentions, betrothals, engagements, and waiting 
periods
• Intentions were customary in Colonial times. 

Usually filed in towns of both parties. 
• Betrothals are a formal contract for marriage, 

sometimes with legal consequences for breach. 
Often applied to family arranged marriages. Varies 
by social and religious customs.
• Engagement - a public announcement.



Intentions and Marriages

• Historic vital records often included both intentions and 
marriages.
• If you find different dates for a marriage vital record, 

the first is probably an announced intention.
• Find a handwritten source. Digital records often fail 

to identify whether the record is an intention or 
marriage. The original handwritten records 
probably distinguished, but not necessarily on each 
page. Sometimes I have had to scroll back multiple 
handwritten pages to find which type the record is. 
Transcribers probably didn't!



Intentions and Marriages: 
Example
• Ipswich handwritten church records record "James 

Davis [of Marblehead}, Abigail How published the 
12th day of Nov 1720." Ancestry records this as a 
marriage. 
• Marblehead handwritten church record lists Dec 7, 

1720 marriage of James Davis and Abigail How.
• In a later printed extract, the month is hard to read

and it was variously transcribed as Xbr 7 and April 
7, 1720 in different Ancestry records. It says 10br, 
which I believe is a notation for December, 
Julian calendar (10th month).



Intentions, May 7, 
1938

Gene Nelson Atwood, 1919 – 1998
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Atwood-1122

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Atwood-1122


Dowrys

• Boston Globe, 31 October 1904, page 1:
• John Palm holds up wedding in West end until Miss 

Ida Rutstein’s dowry of $200 is “posted”: 
compromises on $65.



Marriage Contracts

• Agreements for marriage may include disposition of 
property and finances brought by the woman in 
case of divorce or death, filed with marriage 
documents or courts. Began in Colonial times.
• Now usually called a prenup.



Banns, Bonds, and Licenses

• Banns are a public announcement of a pending 
marriage. First a church custom, later proscribed by 
English common law. Traditionally gave others a 
chance to object to the marriage.
• Bonds involve a financial commitment to a 

marriage by the groom, forfeitable if the marriage 
did not take place. Common in mid-Atlantic and 
Southern states in early 1800's.
• Government issued licenses became requirements 

in the early 1900's, often with waiting periods.



Marriage after due publication of bans, 
Ohio, 1943



Waiting Time 

Elkton, MD: Quickie 
Wedding Destination of the 
East Coast in the 1920’s and 
1930’s

• Remember Cary Grant 
and Katherine Hepburn in 
The Philadelphia Story

Most states didn’t have a 
waiting period for marriage 
licenses until the mid-1910s,.

Today 48 to 72 hours are 
generally required in most 
states

https://blogs.weta.org/boundarystones/2013/02/14/elkton-maryland-quickie-wedding-capital-east-coast


Newspaper Announcements

• Bridal Showers
• In State and Out of State Announcements



Shower announcement in newspaper



Pre-wedding announcement in 
newspaper



Wedding 
Announcement
before the 
wedding



On eve of wedding



Wedding 
Announcement 
after marriage 
took place



You Know They Married But Find 
No Marriage Record
• The following Census after the date you believe they 

married
• Birth of first child
• Property records 
• Church records
• Death record
• Wills
• Family Bibles
• Newspaper articles
• Obituaries of family members



Q&A

• Walt Howe, walt@walthowe.com
• Hope Tillman, hope@hopetillman.com

http://walthowe.com
http://hopetillman.com

