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We will cover

● Census history
● Census questions
● Where to look for census data
● Searching for people
● What to do when the name search fails
● Search by location



United States censuses were taken every ten years from 
1790 to now, and the United States government waits 72 
years after a census to release its data. The last available 
census is the 1940 census; the 1950 census will be 
available in 2022.
The information provided in U.S. censuses has increased 
and changed with every decade. Knowing which questions 
were asked in each census, which states were included, and 
which records (if any) were lost after the federal census was 
taken can be useful.



Census history

Censuses have covered population, agriculture, economy, 
industries, housing, etc.

1790 - 2020

Type of data collected

Where the census data was collected (dependent upon states 
and territories that existed)

Censuses are taken at the state level as well



Census Questions

Index of Questions
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

Questionnaires
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/questionnaires/

Summary of Questions Asked (GenWeb Project)
http://www.us-census.org/help/questions.html

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/questionnaires/
http://www.us-census.org/help/questions.html


Where to look for the census data

NARA Guide to Online Searching:
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/online-resources
Check out by decade to see questions asked during that time period.

U.S. Gen Web Census
http://www.us-census.org/research/index.html
Check out for maps and other great information

Primary Places to go to for census records:
Family Search (free with membership)
Ancestry (paid membership)
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https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/online-resources
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Ancestry article about Censuses

● The 1790 U.S. Census
● The 1800 U.S. Census
● The 1810 U.S. Census
● The 1820 U.S. Census
● The 1830 U.S. Census
● The 1840 U.S. Census
● The 1850 U.S. Census
● The 1860 U.S. Census

● The 1870 U.S. Census
● The 1880 U.S. Census
● The 1890 U.S. Census
● The 1900 U.S. Census
● The 1910 U.S. Census
● The 1920 U.S. Census
● The 1930 U.S. Census
● The 1940 U.S. Census

Like NARA, Ancestry has a way to view facts about each decade’s census and see 
a list of the questions included in it. Ancestry offers free, blank census forms, for 
each decade’s U.S. census, as well as UK and Canadian censuses, 1890 Veterans 
Schedule, 1850 and 1860 Slave Schedules, which you can use to see the format 
and column headings for each census year.

7 - Hope

https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1790-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1800-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1810-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1820-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1830-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1840-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1850-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1860-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1870-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1880-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/The-1890-U-S-Federal-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1900-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1910-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1920-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/1930-U-S-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/The-1940-U-S-Federal-Census?language=en_US&r=399&ui-knowledge-components-aura-actions.KnowledgeArticleVersionCreateDraftFromOnlineAction.createDraftFromOnlineArticle=1
http://www.ancestry.com/cs/census-forms


Maps - See states and territories for maps of specific censuses

Click on a year to see Maps from GenWeb Project

Map from 1790 Census

http://www.us-census.org/research/index.html


State Censuses
https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html

State censuses can be as important as the federal census to genealogists but, because they were 
taken randomly, remain a much under-utilized resource in American genealogy.

State censuses often can serve as substitutes for some of the missing federal census records - most 
notably the 1790, 1800, 1810, and 1890 censuses. Many state censuses also asked different 
questions than the federal census, thus recording information that cannot be found elsewhere in the 
federal schedules.

While not all states took their own censuses, and some have not survived, state and local census 
records can be found in many locations. Most states which took censuses usually did so every 10 
years, in years ending in "5" (1855, 1865, etc.) to complement the federal census. These state census 
records are most often found at the state archives or state library. Many are also on microfilm through 
a local Family History Center of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and online via 
commercial genealogy databases.
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https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html


Name Search
Ancestry Search:
https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/usfedcen/

Family Search Census
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Census_Online_Genealogy_Records

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/usfedcen/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Census_Online_Genealogy_Records


Example – Ancestry 1940 Census



Example – Family Search 1940 Census



When name search fails

FAN approach - who lived next door

Previous and next census clues

Ancestry, browsing U.S. Censuses by Neighborhood:
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/U-S-Census-Facts
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https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/U-S-Census-Facts


Search by location
Easier for small towns, but for larger areas, you need to find the 
enumeration district (beginning in 1880) to start

Steve Morse Tools:
https://stevemorse.org/#us

ED Search, 1880 on
https://stevemorse.org/ed/ed.php

https://stevemorse.org/
https://stevemorse.org/ed/ed.php


Q & A

Feel free to contact us. 

Hope N. Tillman
http://www.hopetillman.com/genealogy
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org
hope@hopetillman.com

Walt Howe
http://www.howegenealogy.org
walt@walthowe.com

http://www.hopetillman.com/genealogy
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org/
mailto:hope@hopetillman.com
http://www.howegenealogy.org/
mailto:walt@walthowe.com

