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Introduction

Pretend I’m one of your ancestors doing a genealogy of you in 2122. 

What major historical events have happened during your life?

What events made a difference in your life?

What life events would you want them to capture?



Questions to ask to develop timelines you can use

How did your ancestors travel?

How did they communicate?

What did they do for entertainment?

What kinds of clothing did they wear?

What did they eat and drink?

Did they have running water, electricity, etc.?

The flush toilet was invented in 1596 but didn't become widespread until 1851. 
In 1950 one quarter U.S. households did not have a flush toilet. 



Using Chronological Timelines

WikiTree - you can add timeline elements to your own ancestor’s profile. See 
example: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Haywood-44

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Haywood-44


Using Chronological Timelines

Family Tree Maker  - turn on timeline by selecting “Manage Historical Events’ for 
one person







Census Information

Look at this index of questions from Censuses:

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

Occupations - 1850-2000

Plumbing facilities and kitchen facilities originated with the 1940 Census, while telephone service originated with 
the 1960 Census. They were transferred to the American Community Survey in 2005 when it replaced the 
decennial census long form. The telephone service question was added to the ACS in 2008. The telephone 
question was then modified in 2019. Research about this modification and copies of previous questionnaires are 
available on the ACS website.

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2017/acs/2017_Mazur_01.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/questionnaire-archive.2018.html


Ancestry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sl2z68jX_Fk

Christa Cowan of Ancestry presents a 35 minute presentation on historical context 
foryour family tree. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sl2z68jX_Fk


Where to look to add historical context to a relative’s life

Vital records and censuses

Occupations (may change from census to census)

Military Service records

Newspapers

Academic Journals

Family Bibles, Diaries & Journals, and Correspondence

Artifacts
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2016/04/adding-historical-context-
to-your-ancestors-life.html

https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2016/04/adding-historical-context-to-your-ancestors-life.html
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2016/04/adding-historical-context-to-your-ancestors-life.html


Food Timeline
https://www.foodtimeline.org/

See this great site on food and drink history recommended by Bart Cobert.

Originally developed by librarian Lynne Olver, it is now maintained by Virginia 
Tech Special Collections and University Archives

https://www.foodtimeline.org/
https://spec.lib.vt.edu/
https://spec.lib.vt.edu/


Q&A
Feel free to contact us. 

Hope N. Tillman
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org
http://www.hopetillman.com
hope@hopetillman.com

Walt Howe
http://www.howegenealogy.org
walt@walthowe.com

Slides can be found at http://www.walthowe.com/genclub

http://www.tillmangenealogy.org/
http://www.hopetillman.com
mailto:hope@hopetillman.com?subject=
http://www.howegenealogy.org/
mailto:walt@walthowe.com
http://www.walthowe.com/genclub

